
 

During this term, our topic is 

What happened during the Shang 

Dynasty? 

 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

 

 
English 

 

As part of our English work this half term, we will be reading a 

new text to Y5 entitled ‘Cosmic’, written by Frank Cottrell- Boyce. 
Our writing and reading tasks based around this book will include 

creating our own theme park advertisement and the writing of a 
biography of a famous astronaut. In poetry lessons, we will also 

be looking at symbolism in the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John 
McCrae and perfecting our performance poetry skills.  

Encourage regular reading at home. Discuss the characters in 

the book your child is reading, do they like them and can 
they explain their choices? Can they identify the personality 

traits that the author has used that have given them that 
opinion? If your child is a keen writer, maybe they could 

create a piece of writing to share. Spellings will be sent home 
weekly for children to practise.  

 

Maths 

This half term we will be focusing largely on number and place 

value. We will be reading, writing, ordering and comparing 
numbers to at least 1,000,000 and learning the place value of 

each digit. We will then be rounding any number to the nearest 
10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000, amongst other skills relating 

to numbers up to one million. We will also be working on 
arithmetic so we can practise addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division.  

Have a look online as there are lots of maths puzzles and 

games to explore and enjoy! Have a discussion about 
number on a regular basis – test your child’s rapid recall on 

their times-tables and related number facts – it is really 
important for Year 5 that they know these and are 

comfortable with all of their times tables so get practising! In 
terms of Maths homework, the expectation is that children 

are regularly accessing timetable rock stars.  

 

Science 
 

This half term we are learning about the Earth and Space. We will 

be learning about the planets in our Solar System in order to 
answer the following questions: 

1. What are spherical bodies? 
2. What are the planets in our solar system? 
3. What are geocentric and heliocentric theories? 
4. How do day and night happen? 
5. How does the moon move? 
6. Let’s Investigate – On which side of the school grounds would 

you put a wind turbine? 
7. Who is Margaret Hamilton?  

Watch a Sci-fi film (like ET or Star Wars) or maybe even Dr 

Who. Discuss with your child what science fiction is! Look at 
books that have information in them about Earth and space – 

discuss what you find or bring your findings into school. You 
could also use a smart phone or tablet to download Google 

sky maps and do some digital star-gazing together! A further 

project that you could choose to create would be to create 
either a model space rocket, model planet or a model of the 

solar system.  

History In History, we will be learning about the Shang Dynasty in ancient 
China. We will be discovering where and when the Shang Dynasty 

took place, exploring key figures and events from this time period 
and comparing this fascinating ancient civilisation to those we 

have previously studied, such as the Romans. 

Discuss this topic with your children at home. Can your child 
complete independent research about the Shang Dynasty 

and bring their findings into school to share with their 
teachers and peers?  
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Computing 

This half term we will be designing and developing our own 

games. We will begin by planning a game and then creating a 
prototype to test. Once we have tried them out we will be 

debugging them and re-testing. We will be creating two different 
types of fully working games.    

Use computers or tablets at home or in Darlington library to 

research space to then create a poster or a PowerPoint 
presentation which we will then share with the rest of the 

class. Any work done at home will be celebrated in school.  
Discuss how to stay safe online with your children. 

Religious Education We will be looking at one of the world’s major religions – Islam. 
We will be finding out about the Qur’an and why it is important to 

Muslims, reading passages from the Qur’an and learning how 
Muslims use it today. We will also be virtually exploring a mosque 

and learning more about this place of worship.  

Encourage conversations at home about the subject. Share 
your own views honestly and discuss the importance of 

respecting the beliefs of others.   

Physical Education In P.E, we will be learning and applying the skills needed to play a 

team game. We will be finding out about the rules and skills 

needed for handball, moving on to playing a range of competitive 
games. We will also be building our gymnastics skills, with a focus 

on balances and small group work.  

Can children practise any new skills at home in thier spare 

time? Could they create a new ball game or teach someone 

at home the rules for handball? As well as this, they may 
want to create thier own gymnastics routine based upon 

balances.  

Art This half term, we will be working on a whole school art project. 
This project is based upon the picture book, “The Rules of 

Summer,” by Shaun Tan. Alongside this, we will be completing a 

piece of artwork inspired by Roy Lichtenstein.  

Children could practise putting the sketching skills they 
develop in school in art at home. Children may also wish to 

look into other work by Shaun Tan and compare it to the 

work in ‘The rules of Summer.’ Please bring in any artwork 
completed at home as we would love to see it!  

French This half term our French topic is ‘Getting to Know You.’ We will 

be recalling and developing a range of vocabulary in order to to 
describe our appearances and members of our families. Learning 

will be demonstrated verbally and in written form, as well as 

through a range of interactive games.  

Practise using the French vocabulary learnt in school at 

home. Can your child teach anyone any new French words or 
phrases? 

Music Our work in music this half term is focused around one song: 
Livin' On A Prayer. Our work will see games, elements of music 

(pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments all 
linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose 

with this song, children will listen to and discuss other classic 

songs. 

Have fun listening to music at home! Can you challenge your 
child to listen to different types of music? Discuss the music 

with your child. What images does it conjure up in their 
heads and how does it make them feel? Have a go at making 

some musical instruments out of junk and play them along to 

your favourite songs!   

Relationships Education Our focus is at the beginning of the term will be reconnecting as a 
class. After this, we will be looking at team work and VIPs in our 

lives.  

Discuss our topics at home together. How can children be a 
good team member and how can they make others feel 

valued?  

 



  

 

During this term, our theme is:                                                

Is There Enough For Everyone?  

Below are the areas that we are covering within the 

theme. 

Curriculum 
Area 

Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

 
 

English 
 

Our class text this half term is a classic tale from the author Betsy Byars, ‘The 
Midnight Fox’, which explores the relationship between humans and wildlife. We 
will be using this fabulous book as a stimulus for some descriptive writing and our 
own story creations.  In reading sessions this term, the children will be focussing on 
making predictions using information stated and implied in the text, the use of 
vocabulary and the corresponding definitions and why the author has specifically 
chosen to use the words they have   

Whenever you get the opportunity, see what your child is reading. It 
doesn’t matter what it is as long as they are enjoying it and learning from 
it! Discuss the characters in the book your child is reading; do they like 
them? Why or why not? Can they identify the personality traits that the 
author has used that have given them that opinion? If your child is a keen 
writer, maybe they could create a story and then they could read it to you, 
a sibling or other family member.  

 
Maths 

This half term we will be focusing on multiplication and division; including multiples, 
factors, common factors and prime numbers. We will also be learning about 
fractions and statistics, where we will complete, read and interpret information 
from tables and timetables. We will also be focusing on arithmetic so we can 
practise our basic skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, which 
will underpin our main mathematical concepts this term.  

Have a look online as there are lots of maths puzzles and games to explore 
and enjoy! Have a discussion about number on a regular basis – test your 
child’s rapid recall on their times-tables and related number facts as it is 
really important for Year 5 that they know these and are comfortable with 
all of their times tables. Remind your child that they can log onto Times 
Table Rockstars at home so they can practise their skills. 

 
Science 

 

This half term we are learning about what the properties of materials are and how 
these can change, and will also become CSI forensic investigators for a day! During 
this exciting day, we will create a new substance, use chromatography and study 
fingerprints! After this, we will then conduct many chemistry based experiments 
over the remainder of the unit, primarily focusing around the changing states of 
materials.  

Look at items around the household. Children could make a list of the 
different items they can find and what they are made out of. Think about 
why they are made out of these materials. Why are radiators made out of 
metal, for example? 
Create the ultimate winter outfit, based upon the properties of materials 
they could use to make it. Share these with the class and persuade us that 
the winter outfit would be extremely well suited to the purpose.  

Geography We will be learning all about sustainability in geography to answer the question’ Is 
there Enough for Everyone?’ The children will be thinking about the needs of a 
settlement, and of the planet as a whole. They will find out where resources such as 
power and food come from, and look at ways in which natural resources can be 
conserved. After discussing the idea of a carbon footprint, children will have the 
chance to consider how their actions impact on others around the world. We will 
also look at the work of Gerald Durrell, a significant person in this topic. 

Discuss this very important topic with your children at home. Is there 
anything you do at home to help the planet, such as recycling, taking 
showers instead of baths, turning lights off when you are not in the room 
and not throwing food away needlessly? Encourage your child to research 
this and help them to create a poster or piece of work on sustainability and 
its importance. 

 
Computing 

We will be looking at online safety this term. We will be covering how to keep our 
information safe as well as what to do with unfamiliar emails and accounts that are 
sent to ourselves. The children will also be looking at how photos can be edited 

Encourage conversations about online safety with the children – show 
them how you get rid of any spam emails and how you spot them. Share 
your views on editing photographs online and how you know that not 
everything online is true.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources-year-five/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources-uks2-enough-for-everyone&ved=2ahUKEwiY8NiI5vzzAhUMCRoKHXJfAFkQqoUBegQIABAB&usg=AOvVaw3hEpa9wXmp6g6iXl_f7v54
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources-year-five/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources-uks2-enough-for-everyone&ved=2ahUKEwiY8NiI5vzzAhUMCRoKHXJfAFkQqoUBegQIABAB&usg=AOvVaw3hEpa9wXmp6g6iXl_f7v54
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online and how everything we see online is not always true; we will discuss how this 
can make us feel.  

 
Religious 
Education 

We will be looking at the themes of Christmas and what exactly they are. This 
Christianity unit will teach the children about the true meaning of Christmas for 
Christians. The children will work creatively to enhance their learning experience. 
They will start by questioning the meaning of Christmas to them and then learn 
about the Christian meaning of Christmas. The children will question if the true 
meaning of Christmas is still present today and question if the meaning has changed 
for some. 

Encourage conversations at home about this timely subject. Share your 
own views honestly and discuss the importance of respecting the beliefs of 
others.   

Physical 
Education 

 

We will be looking at health related exercises this half term. This will include a range 
of exercises that can be practised at home and at break times, to help us build our 
stamina, strength, flexibility and speed. We will get baseline scores in a range of 
activities – hopefully we will absolutely smash these scores when we redo the 
activities at the end of the unit!  

Ask your child to practise the exercises they have learnt at home – they 
could even teach you how to do them! As well as this, they could watch 
some fitness videos on Youtube (such as the PE with Joe videos by Joe 
Wicks) to further build their skills.  

Design 
Technology  

As part of our project based on celebrating culture and seasonality, we will be 
designing, making and evaluating our own mince pies.  The children will be 
exploring  and using a range of ingredients, techniques and method to produce a 
mouth-watering festive treat 

Try some of your own home baking and enjoy making a festive treat for the 
family to enjoy! Children could find out about the traditions behind many 
of the foods we eat at Christmas time such as Christmas pudding or turkey 
and encourage your child to share this information with the rest of the 
class.  

French We will be learning how to discuss and describe ourselves in French. Talking about 
ourselves can be a hard skill to master though this can be made more fun by doing it 
in French. The children will practice their newly learnt French vocabulary with their 
peers who will also be learning alongside them. 

Children could practise using the French vocabulary learnt in school at 
home or with friends. Can they teach anyone any new French words or 
impress them with any phrases you have learned? 

Relationships 
Education 

The children will learn about ‘Digital Wellbeing’ and how they can stay safe and be 
responsible online or when using technology.  They will think about how they can get 
along with other people and to appreciate everyone around them. 

Talk to your child about being safe with technology. 
 
Talk to your child about their friends at school and how they can be a good 
friend.   

Music In music this half term all the learning is focused around one song: Make You Feel 
My Love. We will develop our skills in multiple areas, such as when using pulse, 
rhythm and pitch. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this 
song, children will listen to and discuss other Pop ballads. 

Listen to a range of music at home and discuss it together. Why does your 
child like and dislike? What kind of emotions does the music make them 
feel? They could then make a list of their top ten songs, including their 
reasons for why they enjoy them.  

 


