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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to the summer term at Northwood. I can’t quite believe we have only one term left of this academic 

year. The children have all returned to school after the Easter holidays with a fantastic attitude, I know this term is 

going to be full of amazing teaching and learning experiences. 

Countdown to SATs 

May is the month when Year 2 and Year 6 children get the opportunity to showcase all that they have learnt since 

starting school.  

Year 2 SATs 

The teachers are responsible for judging the standards your child is working at in English, Maths and Science by the 

end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2). To help inform these judgements pupils sit national curriculum tests in these subjects. 

The tests will be taken in May and we try to ensure, wherever possible, that they are incorporated into classroom 

activities and small group sessions.  

Year 6 SATs  

The children will take national curriculum tests in Reading, SPaG and Maths. The tests help to measure the progress 

pupils have made during their time at primary school and identify if they need additional support in a certain area as 

they move to secondary school. These tests are also used to assess our school’s performance against the 

performance of schools nationally. A separate information sheet will be given to Year 2 and Year 6 parents. 

Please follow this link for more information on the upcoming SATs: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-and-2-national-curriculum-tests-information-for-parents  

E-Safety - Xbox live 

Keeping our children safe is always a top priority at Northwood, and this includes 

keeping them safe online. Xbox live poses a potential safeguarding risk as it 

allows children to communicate with anyone else on the Xbox Live network. 

Xbox Live provides the capability to customize and manage your family's access 

to games, films, and television content. Parental controls can be used to control 

both the console itself and access to content on Xbox Live. For more information 

and help on how to do this please follow this link: 

https://support.xbox.com/en-GB/xbox-360/security/xbox-live-parental-control 

 

Facebook reminder 

Many parents have commented on how useful they find our Facebook page to keep up to 
date with what’s happening at Northwood. It is also a great place for us to showcase the 
school and celebrate our children’s achievements. Please take a minute to like our 
Facebook page via the following link:  
www.facebook.com/northwoodprimary 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-and-2-national-curriculum-tests-information-for-parents
https://support.xbox.com/en-GB/xbox-360/security/xbox-live-parental-control
http://www.facebook.com/northwoodprimary


Parking Patrol 

The Year 6 pupils would like 

to ensure that they have 

played an important part in 

keeping children safe at 

Northwood once they have 

left our school. Northwood 

Parking Patrol will begin their 

project once the SATs have 

finished. They are going to 

be involved in the 

production of leaflets to inform drivers of the parking expectations around school. They also want to celebrate 

responsible drivers with a badge which may be displayed in your car. Please show your support if you see the Parking 

Patrol around school. 

Mobile Phone Numbers 

It has been brought to our attention that a number of parents are not receiving text notifications from the school. In 

many cases this may be due to out-dated information so could you please ensure that the school office has your 

most up-to-date contact details. 

Attendance 

Attendance continues to be an area of the school which requires significant improvement. Over the last term the 

number of children who are now classed as ‘Persistent Absentees’, according to government definitions, has rapidly 

grown. This is a huge concern, especially for children’s academic achievements and their own personal and social 

development. Our school’s attendance remains one of the lowest in Darlington, which does not reflect all of the 

amazing things that happen here at Northwood Primary School. Let’s see if we can ensure that our overall yearly 

attendance rate improves this term. 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 

 W/b Monday 23rd April: Family Safety Week in school 

 W/b Monday 23rd April: Scholastic Book Fair in school – see posters for further details 

 Friday 27th April – Year 2 trip to Durham Cathedral 

 Wednesday 2nd May – School Nurse in to screen Reception pupils 

 Monday 7th May – BANK HOLIDAY SCHOOL IS CLOSED 

 W/b Monday 14th May – Year 6 SATs week 

 Thursday 24th May – Morning Nursery and Reception children’s Spring assembly for parents (more 

information to follow) 

 Thursday 25th May  – School closes for half term holiday  

 Monday 4th June – Children return to school 

 Wednesday 6th June – Year 6 photograph day 

 W/b Monday 11th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check week 

 Thursday 5th July – Reports out to parents 

 Friday 6th July – Key Stage 1 morning Sports Day and Key Stage 2 Afternoon Sports Day (parents invited) 

 Wednesday 11th July – Optional Parents Evening 

More dates will follow and will be advertised once finalised. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Zoe Beach, 

Head Teacher 


